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The Vermont Natural Resources Counsel (“VNRC”) is an established state-

wide non-profit organization that has established interests in protecting 

environmental resources and the public trust protections for those resources, 

especially in relation to the public waters of Lake Champlain.  It has sought 

to intervene in this proceeding as an amicus curiae, has pledged to call no 

additional witnesses, and has assured that its involvement will not delay the 

merits hearing, which has already been scheduled to commence on June 17, 2010. 

As all parties have noted, this Court has discretion to allow 

intervention by an amicus party pursuant to V.R.C.P. 24.  VNRC also properly 

noted that this Court is entrusted with a similar discretion under the 

Appellate Rules, which are made applicable under V.R.E.C.P. 5(a)(2).  See 

V.R.A.P. 29. We conclude that the proper exercise of this Court’s discretion is 

to allow VNRC to participate as an amicus curiae, based upon the 

representations made on behalf of VNRC. 
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